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Abstract — This research examines the influence of mass media in increasing awareness and protection of terrestrial life. Terrestrial life
includes flora and fauna that are an integral part of the earth's ecosystem and play an important role in environmental balance. This
research uses a qualitative approach with literature study methods and content analysis to identify and evaluate the role of the media in
educating the public about environmental issues and terrestrial life conservation. The research results show that the media has a
significant impact in shaping public opinion and mobilizing collective action for environmental protection. The media also plays a role in
disseminating information about conservation initiatives, introducing environmental policies, and highlighting threats facing terrestrial
life. However, challenges such as fake news and information bias can reduce the effectiveness of the messages conveyed. Therefore, it is
important for the media to maintain the accuracy and credibility of the information conveyed to ensure the public receives reliable and
relevant information to support the protection of terrestrial life. This research emphasizes the importance of collaboration between media,
government and non-governmental organizations to optimize environmental protection campaigns.
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1. INTRODUCATION

Preserving terrestrial life is critical to upholding biodiversity, ecosystem services, and the general well-being of the Earth.
Terrestrial protected areas (PAs) serve as natural reserves for biodiversity, protecting various species and their habitats from human-
induced pressures (Borrelli et al., 2022). However, the efficacy of these PAs may be limited if they do not cover entire ecosystems,
such as watersheds, which play an important role in conserving water quality and aquatic biodiversity. Combining the protection of
terrestrial ecosystems with broader environmental goals, such as reducing carbon emissions and tackling climate change, is critical.
Preserving natural ecosystems, for example, can significantly help carbon sequestration, thereby mitigating the effects of climate
change(Mollmann et al., 2022). International agreements such as the Kyoto Protocol emphasize the need for economic mechanisms
that recognize the value of ecosystem services, such as carbon sequestration by forests, to promote conservation efforts.
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Additionally, sustainable management of terrestrial ecosystems, including forests, is essential to combat land degradation, halt
desertification, and prevent biodiversity decline, ensuring that these ecosystems continue to provide benefits for future generations
(Peyrat et al., 2019). The diverse microbial life existing in the terrestrial realm also has significant potential for biotechnological
applications, producing bioactive compounds with pharmaceutical and industrial utility, further emphasizing the importance of
preserving these ecosystems. Additionally, the different challenges associated with managing marine versus terrestrial protected
areas underscore the need for tailored conservation strategies that account for species movements and ecosystem dynamics. In
essence, protecting terrestrial life is a multifaceted effort that requires cohesive action at local, national, and international levels to
address the interconnected problems of biodiversity decline, climate change, and sustainable development.

Media plays a varied and significant role in contemporary society, serving as a conduit between the dissemination of
information and cultural progress. They have moved from being mere collectors and carriers of data to influential bodies that shape
society's norms and values, placing emphasis on ethical principles and moral precepts (JKexona, 2023). The media's influence on
culture is profound, offering a platform for diverse voices and encouraging the sharing of ideas, impacting the emergence or decline
of cultural components, and shaping public opinion and social behavior (Jacobs, 2022). Technological advances are increasingly
increasing the role of the media, enabling them to bridge the gap between macro and micro aspects of society and promote socio-
cultural transformation by introducing new standards and traditions (Satybaldiyeva et al., 2022). The media's ability to convey
information quickly through channels such as television and the Internet underscores their importance in keeping the public well
informed and attuned to a rapidly changing world (Fayvishenko et al., 2022).

Additionally, media and communication systems hold an important position in shaping individual and communal progress,
fostering lasting connections, and at times calling into question the principles of society. In a diverse society, media maneuvers
through a complex terrain of varying values and interests, impacting dedication and ethical integrity (Grin, 2022). They also
contribute significantly to the intellectual growth of individuals, enriching the wealth of society by shaping character and nurturing
intellectual abilities. Media culture, which includes radio, television, cinema, and digital innovation, profoundly influences
individual perspectives, belief systems, and identities, laying the foundation for new manifestations of global culture (Ljaji¢, 2020).
The mediatization of mass culture underscores the role of media in education, socialization, and the ongoing production of cultural
material, which requires ongoing investigation to understand the evolving dynamics (Osmolovskaya, 2023). Finally, digital media
and contemporary communication technologies have transformed cultural communication and knowledge exchange, transcending
geographic boundaries and changing the quality and quantity of materials disseminated (Hassan et al., 2023).

The correlation between media and environmental awareness is varied and substantial, as demonstrated by many research
studies. Various forms of media, including mass media and social media, play an important role in disseminating information on
environmental issues, thereby maintaining environmental awareness among the general public. Mass media outlets, such as
television, newspapers, and radio, have played an important role in advocating environmentally friendly principles and raising
awareness regarding ecological issues, given their accessibility to large audiences and their ability to convey environmental issues
effectively (Mirza et al., 2023). Social media platforms such as Facebook, TikTok and YouTube further reinforce this by facilitating
the creation and sharing of digital content that emphasizes sustainability and environmental topics, thereby engaging a younger
demographic and motivating them to take part in conservation efforts (Singh, 2022). Research has shown that online media
utilization is positively associated with environmental awareness and pro-environmental attitudes and actions among individuals,
especially those in higher education institutions (Shintasiwi & Wasino, 2019). Additionally, interventions on social media that
combine normative content and information provision can spur pro-environmental behavior, although individual environmental
awareness continues to be an important factor in the decision-making process towards sustainable behavior (Vogelaar & Priante,
2021). The use of visual representations in media, such as documentaries, can also have a significant persuasive influence, especially
when viewers can build a personal connection with the content in relation to a significant external environment, thereby enriching
their environmental awareness. Additionally, social media's rapid information dissemination capabilities make it a powerful tool
for environmental campaigns and for uniting individuals globally on environmental issues, facilitating instantaneous sharing of
information about air quality, water quality, and climate conditions. Overall, the integration of media in environmental education
and awareness initiatives is necessary to foster a society that is more attuned to environmental considerations (Mallick & Bajpai,
2019)
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2. RESEARCH METHODE

This research method uses a literature study approach to analyze the influence of media on the protection of land life. This
research involves collecting and reviewing a variety of library sources, including scientific articles, books, policy reports, and mass
media publications relevant to the topic (Lanzenddrfer, 2023). This process begins by searching academic databases such as Google
Scholar, PubMed, and JSTOR using specific keywords such as "media influence on terrestrial protection,” "environmental
conservation in media," and "biodiversity and media coverage." After that, literature selection was carried out based on the relevance
and credibility of the sources, followed by content analysis to identify main themes, trends and gaps in the research. This study also
considers how the media shapes public perceptions and policies regarding terrestrial conservation and evaluates the role of social
media in environmental awareness campaigns. It is hoped that the results of this analysis will provide an in-depth understanding of
the contributions and challenges of the media in supporting the protection of terrestrial life.

3. ANALYSIS AND DISCUSSION
Public Awareness about the Protection of Land Life

Public awareness plays an important role in preserving terrestrial life, covering various elements such as biodiversity,
ecosystems and natural resources. The efficacy of public awareness initiatives has been proven to contribute significantly to
environmental conservation efforts. For example, the Lombardy Crop Protection Service in Italy effectively curbed the proliferation
of dangerous wood-boring insects by disseminating information to the public through a comprehensive media campaign,
underscoring the importance of public awareness in early detection and eradication strategies. Similarly, in China, public awareness
has been critical in addressing water contamination, with a notable increase in environmental conservation efforts following a severe
algae outbreak in Lake Taihu (Kavals et al., 2023). In rural Tanzania, awareness campaigns have been associated with increased
awareness and reporting of land disputes among women, indicating that informed communities are better equipped to address and
resolve environmental challenges (Life on Land, 2022). Additionally, the Nature Concert Hall initiative in Latvia illustrates the
efficacy of open-air events in promoting awareness about nature conservation, leveraging a combination of scientific knowledge,
artistic expression and musical engagement to engage local communities. The need for public involvement is also evident in
fundamental agricultural land management in Wuhan, China, where financial incentives and recognition of the importance of
conservation are critical to farmers and residents (Coulon et al., 2019). Additionally, the TEMA foundation in Turkey has been
instrumental in increasing ecological knowledge among educators, thereby encouraging a more educated and proactive approach to
environmental issues. Nevertheless, barriers remain, as evidenced by varying perceptions and levels of involvement in
environmental conservation efforts along the Katingan watershed, where economic considerations often influence resource
management decisions. In conclusion, cultivating public awareness through educational initiatives, media campaigns, and
community engagement is critical to maintaining sustainable terrestrial life and ecosystems.

Increased Participation in Conservation or Environmental Protection Activities After Exposure to Information from The
Media.

Exposure to information from diverse media outlets significantly increases engagement in conservation and environmental
protection initiatives. Studies show that social media initiatives have the potential to increase ecological knowledge and influence
voting preferences towards policies centered around conservation, representing a new approach to acquiring ecological knowledge
in contemporary society. Media exposure, including environmentally focused journalism, serves as an important factor in raising
awareness about environmental issues and promoting protective measures by emphasizing the importance of biodiversity and
advocating for its preservation (Chakraborty & Basu, 2022)nandin. Mass media platforms, especially the internet and social media,
have proven effective in raising awareness and influencing behavioral change, such as reducing plastic consumption among
students, although with varying impacts across different demographic segments (Shintasiwi & Wasino, 2019). The news media also
wields power to shape public understanding and awareness of environmental issues, such as the conservation of endangered species
such as turtles, leading to increased information-seeking behavior and more impactful conservation messages(Santos & Wong-
Parodi, 2022). Interventions utilizing audio-visual media have demonstrated positive ripple effects on pro-environmental behavior,
such as willingness to contribute financially to environmental initiatives and volunteer time for environmental causes, especially
when the content underscores the human-caused origins of biodiversity threats. Non-governmental organizations leverage media
channels to galvanize public support for nature conservation, underscoring the important role media influence plays in
environmental advocacy efforts (Hupke, 2023). News media coverage of environmental risks can influence protective behavior and
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risk perceptions, depending on the credibility and reliability of the information source (Su et al., 2022). Media attention also drives
environmentally focused research and development efforts, which are critical for continued progress and environmental
conservation, especially in developing countries. Social media platforms serve as effective tools for increasing environmental
awareness and can be used for sentiment analysis to measure public sentiment towards conservation efforts (Kularbphettong, 2019).
Ultimately, active engagement in social media initiatives can spur increased engagement in offline conservation efforts, as
evidenced by the eSSEMAT organization's efforts in conserving mangrove forests .

The Role of The Media in Urging Governments and Industry to Take Concrete Action to Protect Terrestrial Life

The media plays an important role in encouraging governments and industry to implement concrete steps to protect
terrestrial ecosystems by increasing public awareness, shaping perceptions and influencing policy decisions. Coverage by the media
has the potential to raise substantive awareness of environmental issues and emergency preparedness, thereby encouraging
environmental protection and sustainable methodologies (Kavals et al., 2023). Emphasizing the urgent need for ethical engagement
in socio-environmental issues, the media can stimulate collective efforts and strengthen the setting of enforceable standards for
environmental conservation. The media's focus on subjects such as climate change, renewable energy, and biodiversity conservation
has been crucial in pushing these matters to the forefront of public discourse and government agendas. Additionally, media
depictions of nature often underscore the dangers and possible adverse effects of human actions, influencing public opinion and
spurring responses from government and industrial sectors to reduce these risks (Bossom & Tabri, 2022). Acting as an important
intermediary between experts and the general public, the media disseminates scientific knowledge and fosters a socio-political
environment that supports environmental research and conservation efforts. Additionally, media coverage of environmental policies
and government initiatives, such as the Superfund program, allows citizens to understand and engage in the policy formulation
process, consequently enforcing government accountability (Jakovljevi¢, 2021). The importance of the media in educating the
public about environmental risks and management approaches, as demonstrated during the mountain pine beetle outbreak, further
emphasizes its role in maintaining a well-informed public discourse and justifying a rapid response from government and industry.
Through consistent highlighting of environmental issues and advocacy for sustainable methodologies, the media holds great
influence in influencing government policies and industrial practices towards preserving terrestrial ecosystems.

4. CONCLUSION

Mass media and social media play an important role in increasing public awareness about the importance of protecting
terrestrial ecosystems. Consistent coverage of issues such as deforestation, poaching and habitat degradation successfully educates
the public and highlights the urgency of conservation action. The information conveyed by the media helps people understand the
negative impact of environmental damage on human life and biodiversity. Exposure to information from the media significantly
increases public participation in conservation and environmental protection activities. Effective media campaigns are able to
mobilize people to get involved in various environmental initiatives, including donations to conservation organizations,
participation in tree planting programs, and changes in daily behavior to be more environmentally friendly. Social media, in
particular, is effective in disseminating information quickly and widely, as well as garnering public support. Media plays a crucial
role in urging governments and industry to take concrete action to protect terrestrial life. Through critical and investigative reporting,
the media is able to highlight damaging practices that are often hidden and encourage governments to adopt more proactive and
decisive policies. The media also serves as a monitoring tool, ensuring that environmental protection promises are actually
implemented. Nonetheless, the media faces challenges such as misinformation, disinformation, and sensationalism that can
undermine conservation efforts. To overcome this, the media needs to improve the quality of coverage by focusing on facts,
collaborating with local communities, and managing the use of social media wisely. Education and training of journalists is also
important to present accurate and in-depth news. Overall, media has an important role in protecting terrestrial life. By raising public
awareness, mobilizing support, and influencing policy, the media can contribute significantly to conservation efforts and create a
more sustainable and sustainable world.
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