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Abstract – Reduced water reserves can be caused by decreased rainfall. During the dry season along the Lusi River, Central Java, 
water quantity decreased, so that the area along the Lusi River passes in drought conditions. This study aims to determine the longest 
duration of drought and the largest cumulative number of droughts, in the Lusi watershed for a ten-year period. The level of drought in 
the Lusi watershed was analyzed using the Theory of Run method. The results obtained were the longest drought duration of 9 months 
and the largest cumulative drought amount of -486 mm and the Lusi watershed was classified as a meteorological drought. 
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I. INTRODUCTION 

Climate change is one of the causes of drought anomaly. The frequency of drought, the level of drought, and the duration 
of drought can be affected by climate change [1]. A drought is a natural event due to reduced rainfall which reduces the 
availability of water in an area for a certain period. Lack of water affects the amount of surface runoff in a watershed. Drought is 
divided into meteorological drought, agricultural drought, and hydrological drought. Agricultural drought is characterized by 
reduced water content in the soil, hydrological drought is characterized by reduced availability of surface water and groundwater, 
and meteorological drought is characterized by reduced rainfall in certain periods [2]. According to research conducted in 2012, 
the Lusi Watershed is used to support agricultural needs in Blora Regency including the need for irrigation water, the need for 
water for fisheries, and the need for water for animal husbandry. Rainfall, irrigation efficiency, and water requirements for land 
preparation all affect irrigation water requirements. The type of agriculture developed and the area used for cultivation determine 
the water requirements for fisheries. The type of livestock and water requirements for livestock determine the water requirements 
for livestock [3]. Drought in Blora, Central Java, in 2021 caused a water crisis. The government sent water to villages affected by 
drought. The number of villages experiencing drought includes 171 villages and 14 sub-districts in Blora Regency [4]. The 
Jratunseluna River Basin Unit consists of 2 main watersheds (DAS), namely the Jratun Watershed (Jragung and Tuntang Rivers) 
and the Seluna Watershed (Serang, Lusi, and Juana Rivers). In the Seluna watershed, there are three main springs, one originating 
from the mountains in Boyolali flowing into the Serang River, then coming from the limestone mountains in Blora and Grobogan 
flowing into the Lusi River, and the third coming from the Muria mountains in Kudus, Pati, and Jepara flowing through the Juana 
River. [5],[6]. This research location is the Lusi Watershed (DAS). 

The Lusi Watershed is one of the watersheds in the Banjarejo District area, Blora Regency, Central Java, which has an area 
of 2,093 km2. The problem that occurs along the Lusi River during the dry season is that there is no flow in the riverbed, so the 
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area through which the Lusi River passes is dry. The Lusi watershed is used primarily for agriculture and animal husbandry. This 
problem usually occurs from June to October [6]. Based on these problems, there has been no previous research related to drought 
research in the LUSI watershed, so the Lusi watershed was used as the location of this research. Rainfall analysis can be done 
using TRMM (Tropical Rainfall Measuring Mission) satellite data and ground data. Several studies have concluded that there is a 
high correlation between TRMM data and ground data. Correlation results are better when analyzed using monthly data. The 
validation results of the TRMM data on the ground data yielded the result that the TRMM data could be used as input data or a 
substitute for rainfall data [7],[8],[9],[10],[11],[12,[13],[14],[15]. Decreasing rainfall over a long period or duration causes 
drought. Drought can be analyzed using several methods with the advantages and disadvantages of each method [16]. In this 
study, the Theory of Run method is used as a research method to analyze meteorological drought in the Lusi watershed. The 
theory of run method compares the length of the water deficit and the amount of water deficit. The Theory of Run method was 
chosen because it has the advantage of calculating the longest duration of drought and the largest number of droughts over a 
certain period of time in an area [17].  

II. METHOD 

Geographically, the Lusi River Basin is located at 110°43'41.6” – 111°35'19.8” E and 6°49'48.1” – 7°16'57.4” S. Rainfall 
stations spread across the Lusi watershed in Blora Regency consist of Ngawen, Jiken, Tunjungan, Greneng Reservoir, Bogorejo, 
and Kunduran rain stations, then the rain stations in Grobogan Regency consist of the Brati, Kradenan, and Gabus rain stations 
(Fig.1). This study uses TRMM satellite rainfall data from 2011 to 2020 [16]. 

One method for analyzing drought in an area is the theory of run method. The theory of run method is a method that aims 
to determine the drought index in the form of the longest drought duration and the largest number of droughts. The longest 
duration of drought is obtained by calculating the value of the surplus and deficit of rainfall. The surplus value can be called a 
surplus if the value resulting from subtracting the value of monthly rainfall from the average value of monthly rainfall for ten 
years is not negative or a value above zero (0). Vice versa, a deficit value is negative or the value is below zero (0). The principle 
of calculating the theory of run follows a single variable process (univariate) [17]. 

 

  

Figure 1. Lusi watershed map. 
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Figure 2. Sample data of calculation Rainfall quantity and period (Based on Indonesian Construction and Buildings Guidelines 
Number Pd T-02-2004-A) 

Fig. 2 shows the data series, X (t,m), from the hydrological variables: the rain in month m and year t. By specifying the 
long-term monthly average rainfall as the depreciation value, Y (m), the data series is truncated in several places, giving rise to a 
new variable. The new understanding arising from the intersection produces variables such as the part above the normal line 
(positive run), D (t,m) is called a surplus. The part that is below the normal line (negative run) is called a deficit. 

The number of parts that continuously experience a deficit is called the amount of dryness with units of millimeters. The 
length of months that occur in the deficit section continuously is called the duration of the drought with units of months. After the 
value is determined, two new data series can be formed from the rainfall data series, namely the duration of the drought (Ln) and 
the number of droughts (Dn).  If Y (m) < X (t,m), then 

𝐷 𝑡, 𝑚 𝑋 𝑡, 𝑚 𝑌 𝑚     (1) 

𝐷 ∑ 𝐷 𝑡, 𝑚 𝐴 𝑡, 𝑚                                                (2) 

𝐿 ∑ 𝐴 𝑡, 𝑚     (3) 

where A(t,m) is an indicator worth 0 if Y (m) = X (t,m), A(t,m) is an indicator worth 1 if Y (m) < X (t,m), and A( t,m) is an 
indicator of deficit or surplus. For (t,m) is year t, m is month, Y (t,m) is the m month, X (t,m) is the series of monthly rainfall data 
m year t, Dn is the number of droughts from m to m+I (mm), and Ln is drought duration from m to m month to m+1 (month) [17]. 

III. RESULT AND DISCUSSION 

1. Lusi Watershed Data Statistical Parameters. 

Calculation of statistical parameters for monthly rainfall data at rain stations required in the Run method drought 
calculation includes the average value (mean). The results of calculating the average value and monthly rainfall data for the Lusi 
watershed are presented in Table 1. 

 

 

 

 



Meteorological Drought Analysis Using The Theory Of Run Method In Lusi Watershed, Central Java 
 

 
 
Vol. 38 No. 2 May 2023                ISSN: 2509-0119 120 

Table 1. Rainfall in 2011-2020 base on satellite (TRMM) data 

 

2. Surplus and Deficit Values of the Lusi Watershed 

The surplus and deficit values are obtained by subtracting the monthly rainfall data in each year from the average value of 
rainfall data for that month using equation (1). The calculation of surplus and deficit values is presented in a graph in Figure 3 to 
Figure 5. 

 

Figure 3. Surplus and Deficit value watershed Lusi in 2011 – 2013 
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Figure 4. Surplus and Deficit value watershed Lusi in 2014 – 2017 

 

Figure 5. Surplus and Deficit value watershed Lusi in 2018 - 2020 

3. Drought Duration 

Drought duration is the amount of time a certain monthly rainfall, a deficit against a threshold value, namely the average 
value. Using equation (3) the duration of the drought can be calculated. The results of calculating the duration of the drought are 
presented graphically in Fig. 6. 

 

Figure 6.  Drought duration Lusi watershed in 2011-2020 

Referring to Fig. 6, the longest drought occurred from May 2015 to January 2016. The second longest drought occurred 
from May 2019 to January 2020. The two longest droughts for nine months were a continuation of the previous year's drought, 
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namely 2015 and 2019. The longest drought itself is the length of the duration of the drought without a surplus value between the 
deficit values. 

4. Total Drought 

If the run is a surplus (positive) then it is given a zero (0) and if it is a deficit (negative) then it is given a value equal to the 
existing negative value. If there are consecutive negative values, the negative values are added up (accumulated) until they are 
separated again by zero (0) and the calculation starts all over again. Calculation of the cumulative number of droughts in the Lusi 
watershed is presented in Table 2. 

Table 2. Drought quantity of Lusi watershed in 2011-2020 

 

The largest cumulative number of droughts was in January 2020 at -486 mm and the smallest number of droughts was in 
December 2018 at -3 mm. The largest droughts come from the cumulative droughts from the previous months, from May 2019 to 
January 2020. The Lusi watershed drought is classified as a type of meteorological drought based on reduced rainfall, degree of 
drought, and length of the drought period. The drought that occurs in the Lusi watershed is also influenced by climate change 
which causes changes in the pattern and distribution of rainfall so that rainfall is uneven. Climate change is also one of the factors 
causing crop failure. 

IV. CONCLUSION 

Based on the calculations and analyses that have been carried out using the Theory of Run method, the conclusions are: 

The longest duration of drought occurred from 2015 to 2016 and from 2019 to 2020 for 9 months. The drought is a follow-
on drought that started in May and ended in January. The largest number of cumulative droughts occurred in 2020. The 
cumulative number of droughts was -486 mm. The drought is a cumulative drought in 2019 that started from May 2019 to January 
2020. The Lusi watershed drought is classified as a type of meteorological drought based on reduced rainfall, degree of drought, 
and length of the drought period. The drought that occurs in the Lusi watershed is also influenced by climate change which causes 
changes in the pattern and distribution of rainfall.  
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