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Abstract — The objective of this study is to examine how the TikTok app is used as a different type of English learning source. It is a
written principle that the author created as a result of previous studies on the development of learning media. In harmony with entering
the digital era, of course, innovation follows developments using digital media. Currently, social media is one of the innovations that is
widely used as a learning medium. The Tiktok app is made to help students and teachers in developing new innovative and interactive
English learning media. As a result, the purpose of this paper is to discover how to use the TikTok application as an innovation in
English learning as a 21st century learning model. The literature study method is used in this article to analyze various studies related
to the use of the TikTok app as a new innovation for learning media. The findings revealed that TikTok apps can be an easy-to-use,
innovative English learning medium with a wide range of advantages and benefits for both students and teachers, such as increasing
student interest and motivation to be creative, interactive communication between students and teachers, and videos. can be viewed
repeatedly with appealing visuals.
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I. INTRODUCTION

The twenty-first century, which is transitioning to an entirely digital period with rapidly advancing technology, is especially
supportive of learning innovations that can be used and accessed easily by students through social media. Because social media is
currently exceedingly popular among students, using it as a learning tool can be a great idea. The rise of many application
platforms that offer video creation with intriguing features is a symptom that the digital era is increasingly controlling smartphone
users. This is supported by the large amount of video content that has been shared across various social media platforms.
Entertainment, sociability, knowledge, and academic pursuits are the top four reasons people use social media platforms [1].
TikTok is a popular app that is frequently used by students, enjoyed by all groups, and in high demand since the Covid-19
pandemic emerged. Over the past two years, its popularity has increased considerably. According to data from the Ministry of
Communication and Information Technology (KOMINFO), 64 million Indonesians use the internet, with 10 million using the
TikTok apps. The TikTok app is gaining popularity because it has many features that keep students entertained and even obsessed

[2].

TikTok is a popular app among the society because it has many unique features, such as video effects, music that can be
added, voice changing filters, sticker filters, live features, beauty filters, delete comments, and block users. TikTok also offers
duration options ranging from 15 to 60 seconds, 3 to 5 minutes [3]. The TikTok app was once perceived as a social media
platform that simply had a negative effect because it was thought that users would spend all of their time watching pointless
videos, which could lead to time slippage. The TikTok app, however, eventually has a beneficial impact on education and
learning [2], [4]-[6]. Students can learn and acquire new information by watching a 60-second video. A video created by a
teacher that students can watch over and over is possibly the best example of how TikTok can be used in education [7]. The
English language is frequently used in videos on the TikTok social media platform, including tenses, vocabulary, and
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pronunciation.

This paper is an extension of the authors’ prior studies. Based on a study titled Implementation of the 2013 Curriculum in
English Subjects, one of the major obstacles for teachers in implementing the 2013 Curriculum was a lack of evidence to support
media based on the internet and multimedia. The internet has become an indispensable tool as technology has advanced. The
teacher chooses the media and adapts the material being taught so that students understand the material well [8]. TikTok has the
potential to be a significant advancement in the field of education by using social media as widely used for both pleasure and
learning. The purpose of this paper is to examine the efficacy of the Tiktok app in improving students' English language mastery.
The objective of this study is to examine how to use TikTok apps as an innovative approach to classroom English learning. This
study is expected to be useful for students using English and teachers using simple learning media to support learning in the post-
covid-19 time.

II. METHODS

This study was designed using the literature research methods, by analyzing relevant works and also studies which certainly
supports study results through literature review [9]. Data collection techniques are carried out by collecting various articles that
are relevant to the research topic. This study used 12 articles for research data collection. Following the collection of research
data, the researchers performed data reduction in order to reach a conclusion. The data analysis technique employs a literature
review by comparing and reviewing theories related to social media learning.

III. FINDINGS

Learning media can be used to channel the sender's message to the recipient in order to stimulate thoughts, feelings, attention,
and interest in student learning. Teachers, in particular, have access to a wide range of learning media today. Various online
learning media can support learning services by using the intranet platforms, interaction, and information sharing. The advantages
of using online learning media is that learning can occur independently, and high interactivity improves memory levels and
provides more learning experiences by utilizing text, audio, video, and animation to convey information. It is feasible to conclude
that learning media is the most important aspect of students' learning processes.

3.1. TikTok App

In 2016, the Chinese company ByteDance launched and developed the TikTok application [10]. TikTok is the fastest growing
app and the seventh most downloaded app in the last decade, as well as one of the most famous apps in the world, with hundreds
of millions of users, many of whom are children and high school students [11]. Tiktok app can be used to teach English,
specifically listening skills [12]. It appears that audio-visual learning media is required to help listening learning, and based on the
features provided, the Tik Tok app can accommodate characters' audio-visual needs. The speaking abilities of the Tik Tok apps
allows users to enter backsound (background sound) into the application with ease and flexibility. The TikTok app can currently
process words that express or convey intentions, ideas, ideas, thoughts, and feelings that are compiled and developed based on the
listeners' needs [13].

A study observed that the TikTok app can add information as well as entertainment to students' reading skills, which were
divided into two categories: recreational reading and information gathering reading. Writing skills are so important that they are
given special attention in language teaching, particularly in Indonesian. The teacher's role as a learning designer in the classroom
influences the quality of the writing process and results [14]. There are advantages and disadvantages to using the TikTok app as a
learning medium, which are as follows: 1. Versatile and practical, easy to locate and watch from any location. 2. Students can
download and watch videos as many times as they want when their quota is not being used. The disadvantage is that the TikTok
application's videos are primarily for entertainment purposes. Based on this, the TikTok app could be a new strategy for students
to easily learn English through an app that they already use on a daily basis.

3.2. The Advantages of Using Tiktok App

In a study by Pratiwi et al., [15] that respondents who used the TikTok app for study because it offers many advantages
including recommendations, tips, and ideas, and can increase their business knowledge. Because it is practical and offers
advantages including making learning simple and enjoyable, watching fascinating films, conducting business, and easily
discovering what's happening in the world, the TikTok app has a significant impact. Additionally, a lot of respondents saw an
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improvement in their pronunciation, whereas those who did not use TikTok observed no improvement. TikTok can be used as a
means for learning English pronunciation because it has numerous advantages and is effective at helping both students and
teachers in their academic endeavors.

The potential use of TikTok and how it affects English communication competence revealed that TikTok in the field of
English language education for young people took advantage of the Covid19 pandemic to create an innovative digital learning
system with the TikTok app for EFL students during or after the pandemic. TikTok has an effect on developing students'
motivation in speaking, showing that they are happy and enjoy learning skills from learning the TikTok application, and the
results of using TikTok in motivating students' speaking skills are very interactive and effective, with student scores increasing
significantly [16]. According to a study, participants agreed to use Tik Tok as a video aid in the EFL classroom because it could
increase their enthusiasm and interest in studying English, improve classroom teaching activities, and broaden their English
knowledge. Additionally, the majority of students are open to using TikTok as an additional English learning strategy [1].

Students' perceptions of the use of TikTok in learning to write descriptive texts are positive; the use of TikTok in the
learning process can foster motivation because students are involved and pay attention. The TikTok application is enriched with
various activities that may be designed to encourage students to write as they wish in an exciting way. Nabilah et al. [7]
discovered that students had positive responses from the 15teen items of the questionnaire at a high level in their study. There are
no questionnaire items at the medium, low, or very low levels. The result showed that the use of Tik Tok provides benefits and
has a positive influence on students learning to write descriptive texts. The creation of learning media in the form of educational
videos of TikTok content on hortatory exposition texts in writing for professional context classes is a novel concept that can
provide an alternative for lecturers who wish to use the product. Students will learn new vocabulary as they watch vocabulary
material. Students find English tenses difficult due to the variety of tenses that they must memorize. You can, however, improve
their tenses competency by watching interesting tenses videos.

Students can use the TikTok app to create an engaging and interactive learning environment. This app can be used as a
teaching resource, with a number of features that can help distance learning during the Covid-19 pandemic, among others: 1. The
voice recording feature, which records audio through the device and then uploads it to a personal TikTok account. 2. The video
record feature records videos on the device and then integrates them into a personal TikTok account. 3. The backsound feature
allows users to add background sounds that they can download from the TikTok app storage media. 4. An edit feature that allows
individuals to improve and edit previously created draft videos. 5. The sharing function is used to distribute the created video. 6.
The Duet feature, which allows TikTok app users to collaborate.

3.3. TikTok as a Learning Media App

The first step in effectively using learning media is for teachers to search for, select, and locate learning media that interest
students and meet their learning needs based on their development, experiences, and special characteristics associated with their
study groups. Characteristics inherent in the study group, namely student maturity and experience background, as well as mental
conditions associated with their developmental age. In addition to students' interest in learning media, when selecting media, the
representation of the teacher's message must be considered. At least three functions in the media operate in concurrently. The first
is the stimulation function, which entices people's interest in what they can see on television. Second, the mediation function acts
as a link between teachers and students by using learning media as a "communication bridge". The third function is the
information function, which displays the explanation that the teacher wishes to convey. Students can catch the explanation
required or delivered by the teacher due to the availability of learning media.

Based on the research, the following features are contained in the Tik Tok application: a) Record Voice, record sound via a
device, then integrate it into a personal TikTok account. b) Record Video, record video via a device, then integrate it into a
personal Tik Tok account. ¢) Back sound, adding a background sound that can be downloaded from the Tik Tok application
storage media. d) Edit, Fix and edit the video draft that has been made. ¢) Share, sharing videos that have been made. f) Duet,
collaborating with other Tik Tok application users. Based on the description above, it can be concluded that the Tik Tok
application can be used as an interesting and effective learning medium. First, the TikTok app meets the learning needs of
students. Second, the Tik Tok app attracts students' interest, because of its novelty, and there are many features that can be
implemented into learning. Third, the Tik Tok application is equivalent to experience, maturity development, and the
characteristics of students who are millennials who are actually attached to the digital world.

Vol. 35 No. 2 November 2022 ISSN: 2509-0119 300



Using Tiktok As An Effective English Learning Media

The TikTok app, with the right method and application, can be used as an interesting, interactive, and innovative learning
medium for learning Indonesian. Because of its various application features, ability to accommodate the four language skills, and
ease of use, the Tik Tok app can be used to learn English. More research is needed to determine the efficacy of Tik Tok apps in
improving English learning. The TikTok app is a new innovation in the field of education, particularly as a learning platform for
English. TikTok is a popular app among students, with many simple features. Because the TikTok application presents interesting
and fun audio, text, and visuals, as well as various easy-to-use features, students can watch and participate while learning various
English materials such as vocabulary, speaking, listening, tenses, reading, and writing. Make videos on the TikTok app to express
oneself. Students must, however, be able to organize and manage their time in order to watch entertaining videos or videos related
to English material.

IV. CONCLUSION

TikTok apps provides interesting and fun audio, text, and visuals, as well as various easy-to-use features, students can watch
and participate while learning various English materials such as vocabulary, speaking, listening, tenses, reading, and writing.
Various new social media-based learning innovations pose a challenge for teachers to master. Educators must be able to master
technology and stay current on its developments in order to come up with innovative learning media for students. There will be
concerns if students watch videos that are not old enough and contain hatred contents. To keep students from watching this, both
teachers and parents must be overseen. Using the TikTok app in the post-Covid-19 pandemic is extremely beneficial for
improving learning performance.
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